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Due to its social significance, political discourse is one of the topical issues for a
great number of linguists [3, p. 27]. It is an important tool for influencing public opinion
and shaping political decisions. The rhetorical techniques used in political discourse
help politicians achieve their goals, persuade the audience, and manipulate information.
For governments or leaders, public speaking is an important way to show statesmanship
and eloguence. It is a means of attracting groups of people who come from different
classes [2, p. 11]. Yulia Astuti compares language to a weapon used by politicians to
gain people’s belief. In other words, politicians arm themselves with decorated language
which is made as influential as possible since they know that voters, although not all of
them, judge the politicians and create perceptions about them through the language they
produce [1, p. 1].

One of the distinctive features of political discourse texts is the use of propaganda
and rhetorical (stylistic) devices. Metaphors, comparisons, allusions, and hyperboles can
be mentioned among the most commonly used stylistic means of formulating political
propaganda and ideology in political discourse, giving them more expressiveness, emo-
tional content, brightness in the perception of the audience and, accordingly, creating
more leverage to manipulate it [3, p. 28].

But not only words can be used for the sake of manipulation. Topics also can be
manipulated to attain the desired goals. Due to the ongoing war in Ukraine, this topic is
often used with manipulative aims. Politicians frequently invoke the current war in
Ukraine in their speeches to manipulate public opinion, often using it to evoke fear,
assign blame, or highlight their own leadership qualities. This tactic can simplify complex
geopolitical issues into emotionally charged narratives that serve their political agendas.

In the recently delivered traditional convention speech, D. Trump doesn’t make an
exception. He refers to the Ukrainian topic three times, mainly for the sake of promising
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to end international crises, stop wars, and reach global peace. Below we consider how
he manipulates this theme and what tactics and rhetorical devices prevail in these parts.

Thus, one of the tactics D. Trump resorts to is the tactic of blame shifting, where
he blames the current administration for international crises, positioning himself as the
solution. He claims that certain events «would have never happened if | was president,»
creating a hypothetical scenario to highlight his supposed superiority. Trump blames his
opponents for turning a «world at peace» into a «planet of war.» In this part, we observe
the juxtaposition of two contrasting ideas, «world at peace» and «planet of war,» to
highlight the stark difference between them (Antithesis). Also, the use of metaphorical
language to transform abstract concepts (peace and war) into tangible images (world
and planet).

Other tactics include an appeal to authority. He references Viktor Orban, a «tough
leader,» to validate his own toughness and effectiveness.

Appeal to fear is another tactic used in the speech. Descriptions of bombed-out
cities and falling buildings aim to evoke fear and urgency: «Look at what’s happening
with Ukraine. The cities are just bombed out. How can people live like that, where
buildings, massive buildings are falling fo the ground...». The rhetorical device that
accompanies this tactic is hyperbole / exaggeration, which is used to strengthen the ef-
fect of fear: «now the world is blowing up around us,» «The whole world is exploding,
what’s happening, what’s going ony.

Also, we can observe the tactic of appeal to ethos, by means of which Trump builds
his credibility by stating he started no new wars, presenting himself as a peacekeeper:
«I was the first president in modern times to start no new warsy.

In conclusion, in the context of information wars and propaganda, knowledge of
rhetorical techniques is crucial for recognizing and defending against manipulation.
This is particularly important in modern conflicts, where information is wielded as a
weapon. Studying rhetoric aids in developing strategies to counter disinformation and
maintain information security.

The study of rhetorical devices is vital for modern linguistics, as it helps understand
how language is used to influence audiences, shape opinions, and form beliefs. In peace-
time, this knowledge contributes to effective communication across various fields such
as politics, advertising, education, and media. In wartime, rhetorical devices gain even
more significance, as they can be used to mobilize the population, maintain morale, and
counter enemy propaganda.
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CyvacHuii iHpopMaIiiHUNA TPOCTIP HACUYCHUI PI3HOMAHITHUMHU BUIAMU 1H(OP-
Mallii, ki ToTpeOyIOTh TOCTOBIPHOCTI i aKTyalbHOCTI. Baromum gaktopoM y oMy €
PO3BUTOK 1HGOPMAIIIIHOT KYJIBTYPH PELUITIEHTIB 3arajoM 1 ¢axiBIiliB Meaiaranysi 30K-
pema. MiKKyIbTYpHa KOMYHIKallid, SIK CKJIaJHUK 1HPOKYIbTYPH, CIIOHYKAE 10 ii TOBHO-
LIHHOTO pO3yMIHHS. TOMY Ba)KJIMBO JI€TaNbHIIIE PO3MVIIHYTH MIKKYJIbTYPHY KOMYHI-
Kallilo, 10 CHpHUS€ PO3BUTKY 1H(OpPMALINHOT KYJbTypH y HAyKOBIA Ta CyCHUIbHIN
TUTOIIMHI.

[ToHATTS «MIXKKYJIBTYpHA KOMYHIKAI[iS» BBIMILIO Y HayKoBHi 00ir y 1954 porii 3
BUX0/10M Y CBIT 10poOKky E. Xomna i [I. Tparepa «KynbTypa sk KOMyHIKaIlis: MOJEIb
Ta aHali3», Y SKIM MIDKKYJIbTYpHa KOMYHIKAIll pO3risfanacs K 0COOJIMBA YaCTHHA
ToAChKUX BiAHOCKH. Takox y mpami «Hima moBa» E. Xoimn nponarye iaei npo B3aeMo-
3B’SI30K KYJIBTYpHU 1 KOMYHIKallli Ta BIEepIIe BUBOAUTH MPOOJIEMY MIKKYJIBTYPHOI KO-
MYHIKallll He JIMIIEe Ha PIBEHb HAYKOBHX JOCIIKEHb, aJie 1 Ha piIBEHb CAMOCTIIHOI Ha-
ykoBoi1 aucturuiiay. [loganpiry po3poOKy MIKKYJIBTYPHOI KOMYHIKAIll 311ACHUINA
Jlx. Konnon i M. ®dati y nparii «BeTyn 10 MiDKKYIbTYpHOT KOMyHiKaIii». 3a3Ha4MMO,
IO MEepIIi AOCTIIKEHHS 3 MDKKYJIBTYPHOI KOMYHIKAIll OpIEHTYBaJIUCS Ha MPOOJIEeMU
MDKKYJIBTYPHUX BIIMIHHOCTEH, aHai3 BITHOCUH M1 HUMH 1 XapaKTEPHOIO MOBE/IIH-
KOO HOCITB KyJbTyp [1].

AHani3 npoOaeMaTuKi MIKKYJbTYPHUX BiAMIHHOCTEH cBiIuuTh npo Il miaxoau
JI0 aHAJI3y MDKKYJBTYPHOI KOMYHIKAIIii:

I. TTo3UTHBICTCHKHIT: METOOJIOTISI CyO’ €KTHO-00’ €KTHUX BITHOCHH, IO TIPE/ICTAB-
JIeHa KOHIICTILIEI0 CTPYKTYPHOIrO (PyHKIIOHANI3MY, CHCTEMHUM METOJIOM Ta KOHLIEII-
uiero iHpopMmariiiHoro cycninbersa (. bemn, A. Toddnep).

II. KornituBHuMiA: 0a3y€eThCs HA MOJIEIN Cy0’ €KT-00 €KTHUX BIJHOCHH, B sKiil cdepa
KOMYHIKaIlil BUIUISETHCS B IKOCT1 0COOJIMBOTO OHTOJ0TIYyHOTO 00’ ekTa (FO. I"abepmac).

II1. ITocTHEKTACHYHMIA: 3BOIUTH ITPUPOJTY COLIIATIBHOTO JI0 CYO’ €KTUBHO-00’ €KTHUBHUX
BIJTHOCHH, KOJIU CYCITLJILCTBO PO3IIIAIAETHCS SIK MEpPEka KOMYHiKallii, KOMyHiKallii CTBO-
PIOIOTH MOKJIMBICTB JIJIsl CAMOOITUCY CYCHIbCTBA Ta Horo camoBinTBopenHs (H. JIyman).
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